THE DANCING WORD
Out of the box

A Tableau of Dance and Poetry
An international multimedia live performance on
the poems by Sukrita Paul from New Delhi and Anghelos Trojani from Rome,
directed, choreographed and danced by Patrizia Cerroni from Rome,
with live music of the jazz musician Kenny Werner from New York,
with the singing and participation of Rekha Bhardwaj from Mumbai
and the visuals by the filmmaker Anandana Kapur from New Delhi

Concept
Triggered by Sukrita Paul Kumar’s poems from her books Untitled and
Folds of Silence, and Anghelos Trojani’s poems from Route 117, Patrizia
Cerroni directs the show and choreographs her dance movements in sync
with the words of the selected poems by Sukrita Paul Kumar and
Anghelos Trojani. The inspired sounds of music composed and
improvised by Kenny Werner weave into the singing voice of Rekha
Bhardwaj. The visuals by Anandana Kapur provide a concrete frame and
a dynamic perspective through the projection of fixed images as well as
videos shot specially for this production. Words dance in poetry, and
when in dance the body becomes words, poems are reborn in yet another
avatar in a circular mode of creativity. The synergy of different art forms
evolves to reach out and carry the audience into a journey of
experiencing audio visual poetry. In each performance, some space is
created for a guest artist. The artist or a person of eminence from the
city of performance is invited to perform a piece which is in sync with
the show as defined by the director. While each of the artists is rooted in
his or her own culture, the show promises a synthesis of the Eastern with
the Western sensibilities and the experience gets lifted into the domain
of the universal language of art expressing human emotions and
thoughts.

Three short poems

by Sukrita

Pagoda Poem

Possessed

three faces
on a body that is
half man, half woman

Even if there were
a black well in front of me
those stupendous waves of the ocean
or the open mouth of the tiger
I have no option
but
to take a step forward
when I hear the call

in the master pagoda
brahma, the hindu god,
– creator of the universe,

Of Creative Anxieties
In the process of writing
I am ahead of myself always
And there’s no looking back
The rest of the time
I am stalking myself
And there’s no looking ahead
The issue is
That of keeping pace

of mind and of intellect –
is androgynous
is fair and just
is transgender

Two short poems
by Trojani

Roses

Rarity

Somebody gave to me
a hundred roses
I appreciated
and I wished that one rose
coming from you
would be enough.
Somebody caressed me
a hundred times
I appreciated
and I wished that one caress
coming from you
would be enough.
Somebody desired me
a hundred times
I appreciated
and I wished that one desire
coming from you
would be enough.
Rose and caress
Rose and love
with you
are enough.

I stole
The last ray of Sun
The last branch of a tree
In a supermarket
Whose sign says
RARITY
I told a sparrow
Come Sing
But he was straw
The branch was plastic
The Sun
A dead laser

Sample items from
Sukrita Paul’s selected poems

1.

The dramatic poem "Feeling and Thought" is acted through uncontrolled
dynamic movements to visualise the irrational and the unconscious,
ending in frenzied madness just below the full moon. Then come the
controlled staccato movements to express the toughness of "reason" and
rationality whipped once again into madness.

2.

The lilting dance in slow motion captures the lyrical poem "To Mithila in
Search of Peace", flowing like a river that melts into the infinite. Along with
the natural sounds and images of water, this item offers a mystical
experience of Ganga.

3.

Expressed through an improvisation of music, dance, words and the
visuals, the poem "Out of the Box" becomes a "happening". Three women
on the stage - the poet, the singer, the dancer -interlace their sensuality,
eroticism, movement, sound and energy -like in a jam session of freedominviting the audience to join them in laughter and fun.

4.

As the poem “Dawn” rolls down the screen, images appear from the
background, to represent the meanings of the words such as “the sun”,
‘the ocean”, “dewdrop”, “colours”, “new life”. Alongside, electronic music
make the visuals expand and fill the atmosphere all around.

5.

While the words of the poem “In-Between” echo in the ears of the
audience, the three women on the stage enact through gesture, expression
and dance their own response to the poem.
What happens in a
relationship between two people? What happens between “I” and the
“other”? The women on the stage talk about their own experiences and
then this becomes a debate with the audience when everyone is free to
share their lived experiences, on the roaming mike. The musician does not
play any music; he too comes to the stage to introspect and debate.

6.

The poem “Being” lifts the audience into the realm of silence…the river
of silence. All the actors in the show – the dancer, musician, singer, poet,
visual artist – slowly walk across the stage as though with the river, from
one shore to the other as in the flow of life, of being.

Interpreting Anghelos Trojani’s
poems through dance

Some time ago, Anghelos had invited Patrizia to interpret his book of poems through
her voice and body. The two artists then gave birth to a rare and unique way of
performing poetry by bringing voice and movement together. When the 45-minute
performance was first presented in Rome, at the House of Publishers, Patrizia
succeeded in enhancing “life” in the poems, by imbibing the words within her body.
The audience listened and watched with rapt attention. They raved at the way she
infused the spirit with the body in interpreting the poem. In “The Dancing Word’ , the
element of theatre and acting comes first and compliments recitation and movement.
While the dynamics of movement are the essence of dancing, in this case they are
expressed even in stillness. Movement is the extension of the poems expressed
through the body and the voice. The strength and emotion of the poems find the
right kind of dramatization needed to capture the audience as well as the future
reader.

Artists

Patrizia Cerroni
Internationally known dancer, choreographer and
director, Patrizia Cerroni founded a historical company of Italian
contemporary dance,“Patrizia Cerroni & I Danzatori Scalzi" in
1974. She was awarded the Chandigarh Award by Indian
Government and the “Silver Targe” by the Italian President Ciampi
for her commitment to the training of the young and to the spread
of the Italian tradition of dance in the world. In over 45 years of
prodigious artistic activity (2000 performances in Italy, 28 world
tours, 25 Europe tours) she has performed in the most prestigious
international festivals (Seoul Olympics Art Festival, Italian Gala in
New York, Taormina Arte, Spoleto, Umbria Jazz, etc..) and theatres
(Opera House of Rome, Simon Bolivar, the Cairo Opera House etc.).
She has been sponsored by ICCR for performances in 15 cities of India and has
choreographed music of such eminent artists as Zakir Husain and Charlie
Mingus. Considered as the "founder" of a new language of dance, she is recognized as
"completely original" by international critics. More than 300 dancers and 20 choreographers
have been trained by Ms Cerroni. She has received numerous awards and recognition
(Apollon Musagète, “Donna Circe” Award, Capo Circeo Award , Nello Flora Plaque, City of
Agrigento Award, Golden Seagull Academy Award for Musical, International Award "Piazza
del Popolo", Golden Broom International Award).
www.patriziacerroni.com
www.patriziacerroni-danzatoriscalzi.com

Sukrita Paul Kumar
An internationally acclaimed poet, Sukrita Paul Kumar has
published several collections of poems in English along with
many critical books and translations. An invited poet in the wellknown International Writing Programme at Iowa, USA, and an
honorary Fellow of the Hong Kong Baptist University, she held the
Aruna Asaf Ali Chair at the University of Delhi till recently.
Translated by the Oscar-winning lyricist Gulzar, she has recently
translated poems by Vishal Bhardwaj the well-known film
director. She is honorary Faculty at the Durrell Centre at Corfu,
Greece and has represented India at the BRICS Literary Summit
held in China in 2017. She has participated in many international
poetry festivals in different parts of the world such as Bratislava,
Vietnam, Kenya, Spain etc. Sukrita is also an artist and has held
exhibitions of her paintings and published her paintings in
several journals. She has been the recipient of many prestigious
fellowships and residencies. Her poems have been translated and
published in many languages in India and abroad. Many of her
poems are inspired by her work with the homeless people and
victims of Tsunami and other calamities.

Anghelos Trojani

Anghelos Trojani is the pen-name of a reputed Italian writer and
journalist. Professor of International Relations, he travels to
different continents and countries, for private and professional
purposes. In his book of poems, Route 117, published by
Rubbettino in 2010, the central concerns are religion,
contradictions of love, the need of justice and compassion for the
human condition, refusal of wars and violence. These are poems
chosen from amongst the hundreds of poems he wrote during
his travels to America, Africa, Central Asia, Middle East and
Europe. The book was very well received by critics.

Kenny Werner
A world renowned pianist and composer, Kenny Werner (USA),
has won multiple awards and is a Grammy nominated artist. His
album of original compositions, No Beginning No End — a
meditation on loss, death and renewal — was awarded a
Guggenheim fellowship in 2010. Throughout his prolific career
Kenny has performed with jazz greats, to name a few, Dizzy
Gillespie, Stan Getz, Joe Henderson, Charles Mingus, Archie
Shepp, Joe Lovano, Chris Potter, Mel Lewis, Ron Carter, Bobby
McFerrin, Lee Konitz, John Scofield, Jack DeJohnette, Dave
Holland, Toots Thielemans and Charlie Haden. Different
members of his quintet have included David Sanchez, Antonio
Sanchez, Brian Blade and John Patitucci. He put out over 30 CDs
as a leader and has composed for many of the major Jazz and
Symphony Orchestras all over the world, including the BBC
orchestra.
Besides his playing Kenny Werner is known for his 1996 book Effortless Mastery: Liberating the
Master Musician Within, that began an odyssey of being invited to lecture and teach musicians all
over the world to "liberate the master musician within” and reclaim their love and power in
music. In 2014, twenty years after publishing the book, he became the artistic director of
Effortless Mastery Institute of Berklee College of Music in Boston.

Rekha Bhardwaj
An acclaimed Indian singer and performer, Rekha
Bhardwaj is well known for her distinctive voice and
style of singing. She was honoured with the
prestigious National Film Award for being the best
female playback singer in 2011, in addition to
having received two Filmfare Awards for her
singing. She primarily sings in Hindi but has also
sung in different other Indian languages. She
received popular recognition for some of her songs
composed by Vishal Bhardwaj (her husband, the
famous film director) and also for singing "Sasural
Genda Phool" (a Chattisgarhi folk song) recreated by
the well-known musician A.R. Rehman. Rekha
Bhardwaj is one of the leading singers for Bollywood
today. She is specially sought after for
performances all over the country and abroad.

Anandana Kapur
Founder-director CINEMAD India, Anandana Kapur is an awardwinning filmmaker who has worked extensively on films focussed
on oral cultures, gender, human rights and social innovation for
UNICEF, IYF and GOI. Anandana’s writing explores the history of
cinema, local media practices, and culture. She also teaches courses
on cinema and activism in academic institutions and community
outreach forums. A recipient of the Fulbright and Shastri Indo
Canadian Institute fellowships, Anandana's work has received
critical acclaim in India and overseas. Some of her notable films are
‘The Great Indian Jugaad', ‘Jasoosni: Look Who's watching you!’,
‘Much Ado About Knotting’, and ‘Blood On My Hands’. She is
currently working on an interactive documentary as a Fellow at the
Open Documentary Lab at MIT, Boston. Anandana is also a recipient
of awards such as the Karamveer Puraskar, Bharat Nirman and
FICCI Ladies Young Achiever Award in recognition of her
contribution to cinema.

Credits
Poets: Sukrita Paul Kumar and Anghelos Trojani
Director, Choreographer and Dancer: Patrizia Cerroni
Music: Kenny Werner
Singer: Rekha Bhardwaj
Visuals: Anandana Kapur
Costumes: Sem Vaccaro
Light Design: Deepa

